4

Zs
N1

) APSTE

I Proceeding of International Conference 2026
1™ — 12" August 2026

)
)

Global Collaboration in the Classroom: Teaching Scottish
Poetry and Prose by Eric Falconer and Alan Longmuir

Dr. Gail D. Brekke
Texas Undergraduate Medical Academy, Prairie View A&M University, Prairie, United States

Abstract:

The modern digital classroom encourages the use of technology to enhance global collaboration. The
Prairie View A&M University B-Global Program requires students to participate in a global awareness
program that emphasizes language, philosophy, and culture (core curriculum areas applicable to all
majors). With the increasing presence of artificial intelligence (Al) in the classroom, the inclusion
criteria for classroom material included Scottish writers, musicians, and non-digitized text. The search
yielded two candidates: Eric Falconer and Alan Longmuir. As musicians and writers, both authors offer
a peek into their early lives in Edinburgh, Scotland, through their autobiographical works, “An
Edinburgh lad” and “I ran with the gang.” Excerpts from both books were used in university-level
Freshman Composition and Humanities courses, where students studied the texts, discussed aspects
of the works, and participated in a Zoom call with the author. Students also used technology through
group chats, collaborative projects, and online research, gaining a greater understanding and
appreciation of Scottish culture while increasing their vocabulary and enhancing their technological
and decoding skills through global collaboration. Future plans include continued collaboration with
global counterparts, and a working agreement with other institutions in Scotland.
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