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Abstract

In the face of increasing natural and human-made disasters, the capacity of communities to respond effectively has become a 
crucial concern for both policymakers and scholars. Disaster management is often discussed in terms of governmental systems and 
technical infrastructure, but the social dimensions—particularly the strength of community networks—remains under-explored. This 
presentation argues that resilient communities, grounded in trust, solidarity, and inclusive participation, are essential for ethically 
sound disaster response. Drawing on sociological perspectives, I highlight how social capital and local networks facilitate not only 
the distribution of material resources but also the provision of psychological support, empowerment, and collective decision-
making during crises. Furthermore, ethical considerations—such as equity, fairness, and respect for vulnerable populations—must 
guide community-based disaster response strategies. By examining case studies from past disasters, this paper emphasizes that 
community resilience is not merely about preparedness, but about fostering long-term relationships that enable rapid and just 
responses when disasters strike. Ultimately, building communities that can respond ethically to disasters requires integrating social, 
cultural, and moral dimensions into disaster preparedness, moving beyond technical solutions toward more holistic and humane 
approaches.


