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Abstract:
The fact that many young people are at risk to fall pregnant at an early age, drop out of school or 
contract sexually transmitted infections, could be because of conflicting and confusing messages that 
youth receive about sexuality. Although teaching about sex and relationships has been implemented in 
South African schools as part of the Life Orientation subject since 2000, research has shown that adults, 
specifically teachers, do not respond to the needs of youth for comprehensive sexuality education. The 
question thus remains as to whether youth get the information they require. In this presentation, I present 
drawings produced by teacher participants to investigate the beliefs that teachers hold regarding young 
people’s needs from sexuality education. Findings suggest that teachers do have a sound knowledge 
of what youth require to make healthy decisions, but they prefer to ignore the social aspects of sexual 
behaviour.  The findings call for participatory approaches, also from youth, to enhance the teaching of 
comprehensive sexuality education.
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