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Abstract

Intelligence collection is an integral part of the intelligence cycle. In fact, some authors declare that it is at the heart of the intelligence 
discipline. Intelligence collection is typically done by a variety of intelligence collection disciplines and is as old as the Bible. In the 
past, intelligence collection consisted mainly of human intelligence (HUMINT). However, as technologies evolved, so too did collection 
methods and the number of collection disciplines, therefore, increased substantially. Some of these intelligence collection disciplines 
also underwent some significant modifications because of these technological advances. An example of this is Image Intelligence 
(IMINT) which was previously seen as a collection discipline on its own. IMINT is nowadays considered a subdiscipline under Geospatial 
Intelligence (GEOINT) – the addition of geographical information systems (GIS) in the 80s is one of the reasons for this change. 
These and many other changes resulted in many authors not agreeing on the main (and subdisciplines) in the intelligence collection 
domain. Furthermore, different organisations may only perform certain intelligence collection tasks and therefore only consider a 
certain spectrum of the intelligence collection domain. In 2021, the South African National Defence Force started a new degree 
programme in Defence Intelligence Studies under the auspices of the Faculty of Military Science, Stellenbosch University. It was, 
therefore, necessary to first establish what is globally considered the main intelligence collection disciplines and subdisciplines and 
secondly, which of these must be included when presenting intelligence collection as part of the degree programme in South Africa. 
The research entailed a two-phased approach, the first part entailed the PRISMA model to find relevant material that was analysed 
with ATLAS.ti software during the second phase. The research is interesting since it suggests an expansion of the traditional list of 
intelligence collection disciplines by adding newer intelligence collection disciplines such as Social Media Intelligence (SOCMINT) 
and Cyber Intelligence (CYBINT). These additions can also be applied to other educational institutions offering intelligence studies 
elsewhere in the world.
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