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Abstract

Student mobility has emerged as a key dimension of the internationalization of higher education in the 21st century. The movement
of students across national borders for academic purposes contributes significantly to global knowledge exchange, cultural
understanding, and human capital development. However, alongside growing opportunities, student mobility faces multiple
challenges related to economic constraints, policy barriers, academic recognition, and socio-cultural adaptation. This paper examines
the major trends and challenges associated with inbound and outbound student mobility in higher education. Using a descriptive
and analytical approach based on secondary data from international reports, policy documents, and scholarly literature, the study
analyzes patterns of student movement, influencing factors, and emerging issues in the post-pandemic context. The paper highlights
key academic, financial, administrative, and cultural challenges faced by mobile students and institutions. It concludes with strategic
recommendations for policymakers and higher education institutions to strengthen mobility frameworks through inclusive policies,
institutional support systems, and innovative models such as virtual and blended mobility.
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